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This report is organized to first presenting progress toward each of the WMO program elements (for example: Education, Land 

& Water Treatment, etc).  This is followed by summaries of the 2014 Work Plan and budget and 2013 end of year financials.  

The last section of the report benchmarks progress made in 2013 with respect to each of the long and short term metrics estab-

lished by the WMO. 
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Our Organization 

Our Watershed Management Vision 

  

ñTo compile a system of well buffered water courses, wetlands and lakes surrounded by an up-

land where stormwater runoff is managed to reduce volumes, control peak flows and their tim-

ing, and minimize pollutant generation and export; and where aquatic resources meet local ex-

pectations.ò 

The Scott County Board of Commissioners is the governing body and serves in the capacity of 

the Scott WMO pursuant to County Board Resolution No. 2000-059, adopted July 11, 2000. 

The Watershed Planning Commission (WPC) was established as a permanent advisory com-

mittee.  The WPC works with staff to make recommendations to the WMO Board on matters 

relating to the Water Resources Plan. 
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Our People 

Scott County Board 

Tom Wolf, Commissioner, Chair     

Jon Ulrich, Commissioner 

Barbara Marschall, Commissioner 

David Menden, Commissioner 

Joseph Wagner, Commissioner 

 
County Board Meetings 

Held on first and third Tuesday of each month as part of the Scott County Board meeting at the Scott County 

Government Center at 200 Fourth Avenue West, Shakopee. 

 

2013 Watershed Planning Commission 

Joe Adams, At-large, Chair 

Joe Thill, Sand Creek Watershed 

Patricia Mohn, Sand Creek Watershed 

Jim Schwingler, At-large 

Mark Vierling, Shakopee Basin Watershed 

vacant, Southwest Watershed 

vacant, Credit River Watershed 

 

WPC Meetings 

Held on the fourth Monday of each month at the Scott County Government Center at 200 Fourth Avenue 

West, Shakopee 

 

Staff 

Paul Nelson, Natural Resources Program Manager 

Melissa Bokman, Sr. Water Resources Planner 

Jason Swenson, Water Resources Engineer 

Scott Soil and Water Conservation District also provides staff support 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Paul Nelson, Natural Resources Program Manager 

Scott County 

200 Fourth Avenue West 

Shakopee, MN  55379 

Telephone:  952-496-8054 

pnelson@co.scott.mn.us 
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Introduction to 2013 

The Importance of Building a Resilient Landscape 
When we get a bad cold, most of us just want to 
feel better again, to bounce back and return to our 
previous ñnormalò health. The same is true for our 
environment. Whether weôre talking about people 
or our landscape, the ability to overcome challeng-
es can best be summed up with one word ï resili-
ency. 
 
Now you may not think of our environment in terms 
of resiliency, but we absolutely must. Without the 
ability to bounce back, threats to our land and wa-
ter resources can linger or worst case, become 
irreversible. 
 
One example of resiliency relates to our soils. Es-
pecially over the past year, our soils have been 
damaged by heavy rain, gullying and erosion. Farmers desire to return to a state of soil productivity necessary to grow 
healthy crops and make a living. Similarly, during and following a drought, we want our groundwater to be maintained and 
viable, especially since most of our drinking water in Scott County comes from the ground. 
 
Behind the scenes, we are doing things to make sure our land and water resources continue to be resilient for generations 
to come. The Scott Watershed Management Organization (WMO) and Scott Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
are trying to achieve this balance and resiliency by actually using nature itself as the catalyst. Under this plan, you can 
already see the results in Scott County with more green spaces and diverse plant communities in our landscapes. These 
and similar efforts actually allow the environment to bounce back from harmful effects, better absorb heavy rains and pro-
vide recharge areas for groundwater. For example, buffers provide room for rivers to meander naturally. Setting aside 
some land for native prairies, wooded lots or habitat areas is another way to help water find places to temporarily reside 
and diversify plant and animal life there. 
 
Wetlands also provide places for excess water to accumulate and slowly outlet into nearby streams and lakes with minimal 
damage. 
 
ñWetlands are like regulators on a car, making sure that flows donôt get too high or too low,ò explained Paul Nelson, Natu-
ral Resources Program Manager at Scott County, who heard this analogy from an auto mechanic at a public meeting. 
 
Resiliency, as you can see, is not something that happens naturally. In many cases, we must purposefully help the envi-
ronment bounce back. And we must remember that resiliency is an ecological, environmental and economic issue. 
 
ñResidents of Scott County have a strong conservation ethic,ò Nelson summed up, ñand fortunately we have a fair amount 
of resiliency built into our local landscape. There is some concern, however, that if we continue to get extreme rainfalls or 
enduring drought periods, it will become increasingly costly to control growing impactsé and to bounce back.ò 

 

That is why Scott WMO and Scott SWCD are promoting a natural systems approach that builds resiliency, so weôre ready 

for what Mother Nature throws our way.   
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Our Work 

Land & Water Treatment 

Capital Improvement Projects 

Blakeley Ravine Stabilizations 

Blakeley Trail (County Rd 60) in southwest Scott County is surrounded by deep ravines as it descends into the 
hamlet of Blakeley.  As these ravines incise, they are causing road shoulder landslides, and threatening the road at the head-cuts, are 
generating sediment which creates maintenance and flooding issues downstream in the town of Blakeley, and contribute sediment to 
the Minnesota River.   The Scott Watershed Management Organization and the Scott County Highway Department have partnered on 
this project because of the multiple benefits.   This project will reduce sediment discharged to the Minnesota River, protect private 
land, and protect public infrastructure.  
 
The Scott WMO was successful in obtaining a Clean Water Fund grant in the amount of $481,430 for this project, with the balance of 
the cost being split by the Scott WMO and Scott County Highway Department.  Six sheet pile weir check dams and one large deten-
tion basin will be constructed at a total cost of just under $1 million.   
 
As of December 31, 2013 necessary easements have been acquired, permits obtained and contract awarded.  Construction is sched-
uled to start in early 2014.   
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A new outlet structure 

for Clarkôs Lake in 

Blakeley Township was 

scheduled for construc-

tion in late winter of 

2013.  However, addi-

tional time was needed 

for easement acquisi-

tion.  As of December 

31, 2013, easements 

have been acquired and 

contract awarded.  Con-

struction is expected to 

start February or March 

2014.  Funding for the 

new structure is provid-

ed by the Minnesota 

Waterfowl Association.  

The project in s neces-

sary because the old 

outlet eroded allowing 

the lake to drain.  

 

Our Work 

Land & Water Treatment 

Capital Improvement Projects 

Clarks Lake 


